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4 Jasmm s Jareeda

Ahlan We Sahlan!

This fall season is a real turning point in my life with the growth of the dance studio. As of

September 12t, the Jasmin Jahal School of Dance has officially opened in its new space and it

is redefining the belly dance scene in Chicago, the Midwest and as an essential contributor to
the national oriental dance community. There is no other oriental dance studio of its size or
caliber in the Chicagoland area. My life’s work to elevate this ancient dance form to the
highest level in western society is being validated by the fact I've produced the finest dancers
in the Chicago area, the most artistic theatre productions, as well as sponsored outstanding
dance seminars. | know that my journey is far from over and | have now taken the next steps
by opening in this wonderful space.

The dance studio is open seven days a week offering the most diverse classes in mid-east
dance and movement to enrich students’ lives. In addition to belly dance, the spectrum of
influences exposed to students include: Indian/Bollywood dance, Tribal Fusion and yoga. My
dream of having a professional sprung dance floor has come true. Students will feel the magic of
dancing on such a crafted floor and it will translate into their performance, technique and style. Our
boutique is the only one of its kind in the city catering entirely to belly dancers. Words can't begin to

express how thrilled | am to be able to offer so many types of positive experiences in such a unique
atmosphere.

It is my deepest hope that this studio becomes a haven for women to express themselves; a valuable resource and environment to
explore their passions, dreams, and develop their inner strength to make their lives and world better. A social atmosphere where
creativity and camaraderie are encouraged and fostered; knowledge is sought and peace of mind can be gained.

HAFLA STUDIO PARTY ,‘ |
| am the bow from which students as
SATU RDAY, OCTOBER 23rd arrows fly forth.”

- The Prophet by Khalil Gibran
Doors open at 6 p.m.
Show starts at 7 p.m. at the Jasmin Jahal Dance Studio

$5 ticket
(includes entrance, food, pop, and coffee) )
Inside:
We're throwing a dance party and YOU'RE the star of the show!

y _ _ - _ Pages 2 & 3:
Students, this is your chance to gain experience performing in front of a live . .
audience in a supportive enviroment full of fellow students, family and friends. Duets, trios ~ Chicago Shimmyfest
and solo performances are encouraged. Page 4.
This is in no way taking the place or in conflict with the Student Showcase. That event is ~ Inspirational Insights
a special, once a year opportunity unique unto itself. Page 5:
The HAFLA Studio Party will be held three times per year. There is limited availability for ~ Class Notes

spots, and this first Hafla will be held at our new dance studio. Audience members will
experience a live belly dance as they would in ancient days, by sitting on the floor and
lounging as if you were in a sheik's tent.

Jasmin will have a sign-up sheet available at the studio for people wanting to
participate. All performances must be approved by Jasmin.

(Please, no shoes allowed on the dance floor in the studio by anyone attending the Hafla :)

~ Behind the Vell
~ Student Testimonial



Chicago
M Shimmyfest

2004

| am proud to announce

that this year’s Chicago Shimmyfest

was a grand success! If you weren't
there, you really missed a great time.
Twenty-six talented dancers patrticipated
this year from all over the Midwest and
from Canada! The event's purpose was
to challenge the advanced/professional
dancer to grow to a higher level and
reach for the ART of the dance, well
beyond the common level of simple
entertainment. It is not for the weak, but
definitely for those who like to sink their
teeth into a meal of good choreography, a
stretch above the norm. You cannot be a
great dancer until you accept such
challenges. You cannot dance well
improvisational without training your body
with the discipline of a difficult class. Real
dancers train their minds as well as their
bodies with long, tough movement
sequences. As Martha Graham once
said, “it takes ten years to make a
dancer.” That means ten years of
training, discipline, effort and experience.

I'm thrilled to be able to provide this
opportunity to advanced and professional
dancers so that they reach higher
standards and levels they might not have
dreamed they could attain.

The workshop is supplemented with two
opportunities to perform. After all, what is
the point of training if you never attempt
to apply your knowledge and skill in real
live performance? The first opportunity
was during the Opening Ceremony, a fun,
informal  cocktail reception that
introduced the Shimmyfest participants to
each other as well as to an audience of
friends and allies. We were pleased to
present seven lovely belly dance
performances to recorded music. Some
were choreographed and some were
improv. It simply wet the appetite of the
audience in anticipation for the big Gala
Show on Sunday.

Our Gala Show featured the best
oriental band in Chicago, a group of six
musicians who | have worked with in
various past venues and who
banded together for the express
purpose of working with me at this event.
They believe in offering authentic
classical music, just as | do. This band
brought quality and class to the stage
with original instruments (no drum
machines or synthesizers!). While remixes
and keyboards are all the rage in clubs and
on CDs, there is nothing better than a live
band with educated, professional musicians.

Hi Jasmin,

Thank you for the opportunity!
studio ready!

Sandy

| just wanted to let you know how much | enjoyed the workshop. At times |
wondered if | would make it, but it was really fun. The people were great and
the choreography beautiful-- it was a wonderful experience.

Take care and good luck getting the new

Jasmin,

Check out pictures from

Shimmyfest

on the next page!

Namaste,
Martha

your performance was magnificent.
experience for me.
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The Gala opened with a stunning
Fashion Show. | must thank Audrena’s
International Bazaar for supplying
thousands of dollars worth of Egyptian
costuming. There were 18 models in this
year’s fashion show! Our fantastic
emcee, Diane Telander, was also
dressed in an Audrena original. Diane’s
upbeat energy brought excitement to
every announcement that evening. A
dozen oriental dance performances
followed the fashion show, with the
daring dancers who accepted the
challenge of dancing to live music,
unrehearsed and improvised. They were
wonderful, and many of them
surprised even themselves when they
discovered the joy of connecting with
great music from a great band.

It was a pleasure and honor to work with
this year's Shimmyfest dancers for five
inspiring days. Below are some of the
feedback | received from Shimmyfest
participants that | wanted to share with
you. Hope you too will be inspired to join
us next year!

00000000000 0CO0CO0OO
Dear Jasmin,

ability to
sharin

Viktoria

| wanted to let you know how much | enjoyed attending
Shimmyfest'sfashion show and performances.
inspired by the skill and dignity the dancers displayed, and

| was

It was an inspiring
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Chicago
Shimmyfest
2004

right: Erika performing
center: Tracy from lowa
performing

top: Diane, the emcee for the evening
bottom left: Roxanne performing

below: Cecelia in the Fashion Show

far right: Penny from Missouri performing









http://www.jasminjahal.com
http://www.jasminjahal.com
http://www.cynthiacummensart.com

