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and loving our bodies as they move
together while the music plays. I'm
very proud to announce that it's

appy Thanksgiving

everyone! No matter

what is going on in our
personal lives and
around the world, there
is always something
positive to be thankful
for. One of the things |
am most grateful and
thankful for are all the
wonderful students I have
and all the fascinating,
fun women I've met
throughout the year. It's
our connection through
the art of belly dance
that brings us all closer together. It is
my wish that we have many more
years together — shimmying, laughing

Holidgyg Party

Sunday, Dec 17

Jasmin and Stacy mastermmdmg the newsletter.
time for the 11th Annual Student

Showecase. All show details can be
found on page 6.
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2:00 to 6:00 pm
smin Jahal School of Dance \\

at/the Jas ¥
4037/North Milwaukee Avenue, Chlca@ J /
\ ** Open to the public * Free Admission [*

At A party to celebrate B*
Jasmin's new CD-"Ahlomy Jasmi'
and the happy holiday sesson!

Refreshments are BYOB.
Feel free to bring a holiday treat to share, if you wish!
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So, while you're traveling this
holiday season or in the kitchen
preparing a lavish meal, sneak a hip
shimmy in here and there. If you're
stuck at the airport do a few snake
arms to unwind and de-stress.

The joy Raks Sharqgi brings you can
be in your hips, as well as in your
heart and mind. Remember this
as you embark on this joyous, yet
hectic holiday season.

asmo _hhat

“l am the bow from
which students as

arrows fly forth.”
- The Prophet by Khalil Gibran
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Winter Classes

3
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Registration begins on December 4,
and classes start on January 10, 2007.

Everyone on our mailing list will
receive a postcard to remind them to
check the schedule online, or to call
the dance studio if they would like a
hard copy of the full class brochure
to be sent to them.

3rd Annual
Student Showecase
Academy Awards

Don't forget to vote for our 3rd
Annual Student Showcase Academy
Awards! It's a fun way to honor and
recognize your fellow dancers!
Nominees will be notified prior to
the event. Awards will be presented
on stage at the show on December 3.
Ballots can be found on the
last page of this newsletter
or in the studio. Make sure the
ballots are turned in at the studio by
November 30.

C 3

6 Note:

Two Winners!

Congratulations

Christina Warden!
Christina, a Level 4 student and
member of the Jasmin Jahal
Dance Company, is enjoying her
new Betty Boop Belly Dance
t-shirt. She is the winner of
the Monthly Drawing. Standing
beside Christine is our boutique
mannequin, who has also won
her new name, thanks to all the
students’ creative suggestions.
Next time you come into the
studio, say hello to Rofiya Tiz
(ro-fee-YAH teez)! You'll have to
ask Jasmin what that Arabic
name means!

FREE DRAWING AT THE DANCE STUDIO!

Every two months there will be a free drawing at
the studio for various belly dance treasures. It costs
you nothing to enter and you might be the winner
of a sensational prize from the Jasmin Jahal School
of Dance. Print the Official Entry Slip, fill it in, cut it
out and bring it to the studio to enter your chances
to win. It's that simple. Winners will be drawn
at the end of December and announced in the next

newsletter.

Good Luck!

Name:

DECEMBER DRAWING
OFFICIAL ENTRY SLIP

Level/Class:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Only one drawing entry per person each month.
Prizes may not be returned for cash or money back.
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was a

bright,

sunny day,
with temps reaching
100 degrees. My
friend, Svenja, and |
stepped out of our
lovely 5-star hotel
into the oven-like
heat and tried to get
our bearings. We
were supposed to
walk to Madam
Ragia Hassan'shome
and the directions
were a bit confusing.
According to the
directions, we took a left and started to
walk. The streets were bustling with an
overflow of traffic that constantly
enjoyed beeping its horns. Some of the
buildings we passed were brand new
and some were old and run down.
A bus driver shouted in Arabic at
someone who took a risk crossing the
crazy street. A man riding a cart led by
a donkey made the traffic more
complicated. Ahh, the sights and
sounds of exotic Cairo engulfed us.
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Unfortunately, our directions were
incorrect. Svenja and | found we were
lost. In our non-fluent and too-shy
Arabic, we attempted to ask a woman
how to find the street we were looking
for. She pointed us to a taxi driver, who
offered to drive us there. Thirty minutes
later we found ourselves on the right
street but far away from the correct

Ahlam Jasmin
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by Jasmin Jahal

WWw. JasminJahal.com %

address. Oh, did | say address? No one
seemed to go by street numbers. It was
all about landmarks-- where the flower
shop was, near the Suzuki dealer,
beside the tourist store. When we did
stop in front of Mdm. Ragia’s home, we
were quite late for our appointment. As
we stepped out of the taxi, we realized
(with astonishment) our hotel towered
over the nearby buildings, as it was
only two blocks away!

That was the beginning of my
adventure into the world of producing
a CD of Arabic music. Ragia and | had
agreed to work together on the CD in
August, 2005. It was now April, 2006.
In eight months she had hired a
composer, Mr. Mohamed Ali, and had
worked diligently with him to create
fantastic oriental dance music. Mr. Ali
was a ney player who had worked
with many great dancers and was

now experiencing
his hey-day of
composing music
for dancers all
over the world.
He is very popular
and can be found
on many oriental
music CDs on the
market today.

Mdm. Ragia is a
gracious woman
with a big heart. |
thoroughly
enjoyed working
with  her and
trusted her implicitly. She has an
excellent ear for music and is quite
selective. Along with Svenja, who
was my partner in crime on that trip
to Egypt, we traveled to Mr. Ali’s
studio. It's an unpresumptuous place
with no clear markings from the
street. | don't think | could find it
again if had to and | was there more
than once! Mr. Ali was happy to see
us and very enthusiastic to let me
hear the music for the first time. My
spine tingled when | heard the two
oriental pieces that he had composed
from scratch just for my CD, one of
which is named after me, “Raks
Jasmin”. The entire CD is richly
produced and very exciting.

(continued on page 4)
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(continued from page 3)

My trip was interlaced with several
meetings with Ragia and Mohamed.
Some of the pieces were changed,
shortened, edited. The drum solo was
added. The end result is a compilation
of dance music that all three of us are
proud to share with the world. It is
complex oriental music in the true
Egyptian style, perfect for advanced
and professional dancers.

One of our last meetings included a
discussion about what to name the
CD. That was tough, but Ragia found
the most appropriate name. “Ahlam
Jasmin” means ‘the dream of Jasmin’,
and this CD was a dream come true
for me as an artist! With a thrill, | Ragia, Mohamed and Jasmin
remember Ragia adding that we
must put on the CD “Volume 17
because of course, there will have to
be a volume 2!

Since April 2006, | have worked with
a graphic artist, Mr. Steven Porus,
and a professional production
company to package the CD in just
the right manner. As of November 1,
the delivery of finished CDs arrived
at the studio. It was wonderful to see
the CD look so beautiful. | am very
happy to invite you to enjoy the
music. As my students and fans,
you have also been a part of this
dream. | know you will love it as
much as | do!

Jasmin and Svenja

You can purchase your copy of “Ahlam Jasmin” at the studio or online at the Boutique on www.BestBellyDanceChicago.com.
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Jasmin’s Journeys

Fall Hafla 2006

O ctober 22, the studio hosted
our Annual Fall Hafla. It's a

fun afternoon event that presents
performances by students and teachers.

Opening the show was Melissa,
showing off her earthiness in a belly
dance number to non-Middle Eastern
music called ‘Bubbletoes, especially
great for those audience members
that have not yet acquired a taste for
heavy Arabic music. Suzie followed
with an exciting drum solo that she
choreographed herself. Michelle’s
sensual talents were featured in an
Arabic pop piece called “Al Madi”
Lizette  performed her own
choreography to a gorgeous classical
Egyptian piece. The Hawaiian group
of five lovely ladies performed a

All the talented dancers

by Jasmin Jahal

number called “Keep Your Eyes on
the Hands” (but you know the
audience was watching their hips!).
Katie performed twice, including an
Uli Uli dance from Hawaii using
feathered gourds and a fast Jazz piece
to Aretha Franklin’s “Think” Her
energy was tremendous. Arlene
danced to one of our Level 4
choreographies entitled “Rakset
Claribel”, a lovely classical oriental
piece incorporating veil. Leslie offered
a flirtatious Melaya dance complete
with authentic garb, choreographed
by our infamous Egyptian guest
artists from this year's Ala Nar event,
Magda and Atef. Rounding up the
program, Level 1 and 2 instructor
Christina closed the show with an

Egyptian stick dance and a dynamic
drum solo.

The evening also featured great
snacks and goodies (thanks to
everyone who contributed to the
tasty assortment!), a belly dance
bazaar and six raffle prize winners
from our audience. Our Haflas are
always well attended and supported
with about 100 family members,
fellow students and dancers. Thanks
to everyone who helped make this
Hafla a success!

Please see page 6 for more Hafla pictures.
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Fall Hafla 2006

Continued from page 5.

Lucky Raffle Winners!

See you at the next Hafla!

December 3

for the

11th
Annual
Student
Showcase

st

Students of all levels

Fabulous Instructors
of the
Jasmin Jahal
School of Dance

Exciting Talents of
The Blue Lotus Tribe

and
The Jasmin Jahal

Dance Company

T thow 4
w 1o (,L 41«144‘(“

Doors open 5 p.m.
Show starts 6 p.m.

Ridgewood High School
Auditorium
7500 W. Montrose Ave
Norridge, IL 60706
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