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“I finally had an 
opportunity to read the newsletter.

It's fabulous! It has the best production
quality I've ever seen. I hope people notice the 

watermark of you behind Carsi Hughes' article; it
looks great. Jareeda is informative and well written with
a wonderful, friendly flow. Now I know that you are as
expressive a writer as you are a dancer! You share so
much with us -- your time and expertise, your love of the
dance, beautiful music, mesmerizing choreographies and
now this. I hope in some small measure, we give back 
to you.”

- Christina Warden
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What a way to “leap” out of February and into March at the dance school by having the amazing
Abeer Will teach her week long session of classes and perform in a sold out theatrical 
performance. My dear friend and dance colleague of extraordinary talent made a lasting
impression on the women who attended her classes, which were all booked to capacity.
On page 2 you’ll find more information on how Abeer shared her vast knowledge of folkloric
dance technique in class and amazed the audience in her American theatrical debut. It
was an honor to share the stage with her in an evening of dance that truly showcased
belly dance at its best.

Classes have started again at the school and are in full swing or should I say “shimmy”.
The  Super Shimmy workshop I’m teaching on March 21st filled up so fast I added another
one on March 28th, but that filled up as well. A third Super Shimmy workshop on April
18th was opened and filled to capacity in just a few days. It’s always thrilling to see how
excited and passionate students are to learn and perfect their technique as dancers and
how I can play a part in that artistic journey.

Your very positive response to the first newsletter we sent out in February is most appreciated.
As a new venture, my newsletter team and I are open to your suggestions and comments to keep

giving you the kind of informative and inspirational pieces you want. Keep your great ideas
coming! 

Spring is in the air here in Chicago, there is the promise of warm nights in the future as March comes
in like a lion and leaves like a lamb. We will continue to warm our hearts and minds by enriching them with

the knowledge and physical grace that belly dance gives us. Check out 'Inspirational Insights' to see how you can give a fresh look
to your dance routines.

As always, it gives me great pleasure to share with you my passion for authentic Middle Eastern dance. Thank you for joining me
on my continual crusade to uphold this art form with dignity and grace.

“I am the bow from which students as 
arrows fly forth.”

- The Prophet by Khalil Gibran

Ahlan We Sahlan!

Group photo from last day
of the Abeer workshops

Photo by Erika Ochoa

Jasmin's Belly Dance
Bazaar

APRIL 19th, 5 - 9p.m.
(Chicago Dance School Location)

Turquoise International is 
coming to town!

Belly dance supplies and
accessories,everything from

the beginner to 
professional budget.
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From February 25 through March 3,
the Jasmin Jahal School of Dance
was honored to present the U.S.

debut of Egyptian artist Abeer Will in six
wonderful workshops and a fantastic
show.  It was truly a special event that put
the Heart into the Art of Egyptian dance.

Abeer’s expertise lies in Egyptian folkloric
dance. The workshop themes included
Saidi, Melaya Lef, Urban Beledi, Nubian,
Bedouin and Hagalla, and Stick dance.
Each two-hour class was packed with
important information, expanding the
dance technique with  historical and 
geographical information as well as 
costuming. While Abeer carefully geered
the discussion and movement to an 
introductory level, she was very able to
provide a challenge for all levels of
dancers. The warm ups were different
each day, fun and very interactive,
causing the students to smile and 
sometimes giggle as they bumped hips
against each other or tried to tap their toe
upon another’s foot. This almost felt like
game-playing and certainly the child in all
of us leapt out to enjoy. At the same time,
there was definite method beneath the
madness, because each warm up 
prepared everyone physically as well as
mentally.

The workshop contents were a diverse
and interesting mix.  Saidi is the dance
style from Upper Egypt, and was a great
opening for the week as most students
are already familiar with its earthiness.

Melaya Lef is a dance from the north of 
Egypt, usually from the city of Alexandria,
but Abeer showed us the differences
when a Melaya dance is done in
Cairo. Alexandria style is more
coquettish and sweet, while Cairo
style is much more aggressive.
On Saturday, we had the luxury
of spending 4 hours instead of
two on the topic of Urban Beledi,
which means contemporary
dance from the country of Egypt.
Abeer taught an exciting routine
that could be performed in either a

classical oriental costume or a beledi
dress. The Nubian workshop was very

informative, complete with 
photos and explanation of the culture
behind the dance. It was very different
from what we normally think of as belly
dance, relying heavily of a set of simple
footwork and a unique, loose feeling to
upper body movement. The Bedouin are
the nomads of Egypt and one of their
dances is called Hagalla. The footwork
here, dramatically different from Nubian,
was fast and challenging. (I have a 
wonderful article about the Bedouin and
their Hagalla dance which can be found
on my website on the Articles page.) The
last workshop presented a short 
choreography using a stick, called 
el Assaya.

Each and every student I spoke to told
me that they loved Abeer’s teaching
style, direct and disciplined yet warm and
generous. They also said they left each
day wanting more. I was very pleased
that everyone loved Abeer. I knew she
would be great and I am proud to have
shared her with my students.  

The show on February 29th was sold out
well in advance. It featured Abeer in four
dances, and also included dances by
myself and a group of my Level 4 students.
The diverse program offered a range of
interesting numbers. The show opened
with a step back into history. Egyptian
dance was depicted in the hieroglyphs of
4000 BC and two pharonic dances brought
those hieroglyphs to life. First there was
a temple dance by eight dancers, 
followed by a dramatic solo by Abeer
entitled “Isis”.

Other pieces included a cymbal dance
performed by myself, a modern Egyptian

duet by Jeanie and Sonya, a ghawazee
piece choreographed by Abeer and
staged by me, an Andalusian number
that showed how the Moors influenced
Spanish dance, a Melaya dance in the
Cairo style by Abeer, the wonderful saga
of Scheherazade and her tales of 1001
Arabian nights, a surprise dance using
two beautiful fans entitled “Fan Tasy”
performed by myself, an earthy pop
Egyptian dance by Abeer, and two classical
oriental solos by Abeer and myself. 

At the end of the show, I was thrilled to
present Abeer with an award from the
Jasmin Jahal School of Dance to honor
her as a skilled instructor and unparalleled
performer. She is a dear friend, and I feel
lucky that I will get to see her and dance
with her again this June---but this time in
her studio in Germany!

My Dear Abeer
Abeer Will workshops & show in Chicago

www.jasminjahal.com/articles.html


Behind the Veil:
Jasmin’s Pick of the Month

Say It In Arabic: Ya Amar
Literally translated it means “the moon”, which is a common
analogy used to express that someone is beautiful.
Considering the moon is radiant, glowing and lovely, that is a
very wonderful compliment. 

Music To My Ears
A Tribute to the Legend of Nadia Gamal: HMC 1282 with 
Al-Ahram Orchestra. Beautiful songs in the style of the most
famous belly dancer of Lebanon, the late great Nadia Gamal.

What Every Dancer Should Know
Real dancers, no matter how good or famous they get, never
stop learning, studying, and training to improve their artistic
skills.  You’re never too good to stop taking class!

Jasmin’s Journeys
My most recent journey was to Lakeside Congregation in
Highland Park,IL, a northern suburb of Chicago.

I was contacted via an organization that promotes cultural unity
among Middle Eastern arts, called Genesis at the Crossroads.
Lakeside Congregation hosted a banquet and show for 
approximately 100 people, mostly scholars, their academic area
the Middle East. Following our act there was a  Klezmer band 
performance.

I presented an educational 30 minute program of 6 dances from
Egypt, along with an explanation prior to each piece about the 
history, costuming, music, and background. Accompanying me on
this venture were Jeanie and Sonya. The pieces we presented
included Egyptian Stick dance from Upper Egypt, Melaya Lef
from Alexandria, Pharonic (ancient Egypt), Shamedan (traditional
dance done at weddings), Sagat (cymbal dance), and a Finale'
with all three dancers in the Modern Egyptian style, including veil
and drum solo.
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More photo’s from Abeer’s show in Chicago, IL
All photos by Bridget Cicenia



http://www.jasminjahal.com
http://www.jasminjahal.com/gallery.html
http://www.jasminjahal.com

