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During the entire month of February, the school, its students,
staff and myself were completely focused on the upcoming Ala
Nar event, particularly the February 20th show. As of the time of
this writing this the show has not happened yet, but I have
already experienced something so special, I had to share it with
you! 

A few days before the show, the entire cast came together for a
rehearsal at the studio. The cast is big, with 17 dancers in my
dance company, our special guest star Abeer Will, our featured
performer Mohamed Shahin, and the 6 musicians of the band.
The studio was filled with a serious excitement, an electrical
charge created by everyone striving to work hard, do their best,
and show each other that their part of the program would stand
up to all the rest. 

At one point in this very long evening, Mohamed showed us his
Saidi double stick dance. I ran the CD player, and most 
everyone else gathered on the opposite side of the room.
Mohamed directed his 'front' to them, so I had an interesting 
perspective of the entire scene.  This was the first time all of us
would see Mohamed's dance ability, agility and technique.
Althoughinformal and not on stage, it was truly his 'debut' in
Chicago. For me, having been involved in dance all my life, I
could instantly recognize that he is a trained dancer, with clean
lines and excellent carriage. His movements were smooth and
strong. He was a pleasure to watch. Yet, I found myself even
more intrigued by the entire scene. Before the debonair
Mohamed there sat the six musicians off to one side, sometimes
shuffling and making comments, each fantastically talented 
individuals. In the center of the group sat Abeer, my dear friend
and outstanding dancer, teacher and choreographer. Around her
sat my group, wonderfully dedicated people who have earned
my trust and respect. What an international assortment of talent. 

Suddenly my spine tingled. This had never happened before in
Chicago, so many great artists from all over the world coming
together as a team right here in my studio, in my dance home. It
is a special sparkling atmosphere, and the only other times I
ever experienced it were far away in Europe. While I felt 
fortunate then to know that intangible magic, I had always
wished that someday it could happen in Chicago. And now it
had! I almost had to pinch myself to make sure that this was
indeed reality and no longer just a dream. 

As we finish the preparations for the show and come to the day
of performance, I am really proud. While all our shows are 
exciting and unique, this one has an extra special meaning to
me. I eagerly anticipate sharing the magic with the audience. 

Look for a wonderful review of Abeer's workshops and the Ala
Nar show in next month's newsletter. And if you felt the magic,
then write me an email please! I'd like to hear from you! 

Inspirational Insights

Sometimes I Gotta Pinch Myself

Portrait of A Real Belly Dancer
Our students have varied backgrounds, interests, careers, 
hobbies and talents and this is a wonderful forum to get to know
them better. Since this is at our special One Year Anniversary
issue, it seemed only fitting we showcase our own 
Cynthia Cummens. She's the hardworking and extremely 
talented graphic artist that does the layout each month for
"Jasmin's Jareeda." So let's take a
look at a real dancer and find
out more about - 

Cynthia Cummens.

Cynthia took her first belly 
dancing class about three years
ago at the Discovery Center. At
the end of the first class, she
was hooked and wanted to
learn this art form in a more 
disciplined and exciting 
atmosphere. Since then, she's
been  studying at the Jasmin
Jahal School of Dance.

Cynthia is a freelance illustrator and Official Star Wars artist,
which means her portfolio of art was reviewed and approved by
Lucasfilm Ltd.  This winter, she illustrated several hundred
Topps Star Wars Trading Cards. To promote her freelance 
illustration career, she travels to LA several times a year to
attend various popular art conventions like Comic Con
International, where major movie studios come to promote the
latest sci-fi/fantasy/comic book inspired movies.  Cynthia has
been invited by Lucasfilm to teach kids to draw Star Wars 
characters at their official convention in Indianapolis this coming
April, as well as sell her orginal paintings and illustrations. What
an honor and how  exciting!!

When Cynthia isn't hard at work, she and her boyfriend enjoy
hiking and have found lots of challenging trails at places like
Starved Rock State Park in Utica, Il. She likes to travel and
absolutely LOVES Vancouver! 

Cynthia loves dancing and would have liked to have committed
her life to it. But art was such a strong influence on her and she
had to choose a career! So whenever her schedule allows, she
squeezes in a ballet or jazz dance class, and of course, belly
dancing. As Cynthia says, “ Belly dance has given me a great
confidence in myself that I was not able to find elsewhere. I feel
very fortunate to be a part of the Jasmin Jahal School, and do
my part to educate others about this beautiful art form, to dispel
the common misconceptions about this dance and the women
who perform it.” 

This is a very gifted artist setting the world on fire with her talent
and another example of a REAL belly dancer.

You can see Cynthia’s art at www.cynthiacummensart.com.

By Jasmin Jahal
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